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1. 



This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 
2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
3 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a H sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 5 sheets, as follows: 

Administrative Instructions). 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an a ^ e "^ me | n "^ t 9 oes 
beyond toe disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in rtem 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

Box Relating "to "sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrate Instructor). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

El Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. II Priority 

S Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

S Box No V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
" applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 Wrth regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
" filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

report as "originally filed' and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 
1-21 

Claims, Numbers 
1-32 



as originally filed 

received on 01.08.2005 with letter of 22.07.2005 



Drawings, Sheets 

1/4-4/4 



as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify)'- 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets maybe marked "superseded." 
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— Box No> ,,, Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 

applicability — 

1 The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
" obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of. 

□ the entire international application, 
B claims Nos. 31 ,32 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

IB the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 31 ,32 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 

□ the nucleotide and/br amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

n thP tables related to the nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
nol comply ^ wrthX technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrate Instructions. 

12 See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No V Reasoned statement un der Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
fooiicabnitv; SKS Tend explanations supporting such statement 

Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-30 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-30 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-30 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



B ox No, VIH Certain observations on the internatio nal application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item III . f 

Nnn-gstablish^nt nf opini o n with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 

ap plicability 

Contrary to the Rule 6.2(a) PCT, claims 31 and 32 rely, in respect of the technical features 
of the invention, on reference to the drawings and as such, they have not been examined. 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : EP-A-0 309 776 (PELZER HELMUT) 5 April 1 989 (1 989-04-05) 



The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claims 
1 and 1 1 and shows a panel for supporting and protecting a sound insulating fibre media 
from thermal load. The panel has hollow projections with a tip portion facing in a common 
direction; each projection further having a base periphery at which adjacent projections are 
interconnected in a lattice configuration. 

The subject-matter of claims 1 and 1 1 differs from the panel of D1 in that the base 
peripheries of the hollow projections are interconnected such that apertures are defined 
between them. 

The subject-matter of claims 1 and 1 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

Although the panel of D1 presents some physical similarities with the panel of the 
invention, it would have been quite inappropriate to incorporate projections with apertures 
in D1 for providing protection against thermal loading. 

The subject-matter of claims 1 and 1 1 involves therefore an inventive step (Article 33(3) 
PCT). 

Claims 3 to 7 (dependent on claim 1) and claims 12 and 13, 29 and 30 (dependent on 
claim 11) also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive 
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step. 



Any building cladding system incorporating the panel of this invention (claims 6 to 10) is 
also novel and inventive. (See also Item VIII, Point 2) 

R e Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claims 1,11,14 
to 28 are not clear. 

Although claims 1 and 1 1 have been drafted as separate independent claims, they appear 
to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each other only with 
regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is sought in respect of the 
terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. The aforementioned claims 
therefore lack conciseness and as such do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 
The panel configuration of figures 1 and 2 corresponds to the terminology of both claims 1 
and 1 1 and no other embodiment has been disclosed. 



Claims 14 to 28 depending directly or indirectly to claim 1 1 refer to features of the 
intermediate cladding layer and not to features of the panel, while independent cla.m 1 1 
refers to the panel. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-January2004) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



